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INDEX OF SURGICAL PROGRESS. 


All the cases of tumor of the bladder 'walls (8) operated upon by- 
Trendelenburg were carcinomatous and advanced. The results here 
are not any better than those .of other operators. In cases where the 
interior of the bladder must be illuminated, an apparatus with the Edi¬ 
son light is used. In the cases of disease of the bladder wall, the di¬ 
agnosis during life , even when the bladder is opened, is not so simple ; 
a very good illumination of the bladder is necessary to recognize the 
isolated tubercles, but at the first glance the ulcerations found in these 
cases will immediately point out the nature of the disease on account 
of the rarity of ulcerations in other affections of the bladder. The 
author at the close advocates sectio alta and posterior catheterism in 
cases of impermeable strictures of gonorrhoeal or traumatic origin 
where external urethrotomy has failed in effecting an entrance into the 
bladder.— Zeitsch. f. chir ., bd. 28, heft 1 and 2 

Henry Koplik (New York). 

II. A New Method of Drainage in Suprapubic Cystot¬ 
omy. By E. H. Fenwick, F. R. C. S., (London). The method advo¬ 
cated by Mr. Fenwick depends on the principle of the Sprengel pump, 
and is described by its author as follows: “.\n irrigating can is placed 
on a chair at the bedside, and its tube, with a clip affixed to regulate 
the outflow, was dropped into the chamber under the bed. The drain¬ 
age tube from the bladder is connected with it, at an acute angle. A 
continuous driblet of water from the reservoir falling into the chamber 
sucked the urine from the bladder as fast as it collected there, and the 
patient is kept perfectly dry.” 

It is not claimed for this method that it is essentially superior to the 
other known methods, but in feeble old patients who are particularly 
liable to eczema or bedsore from continual soakage of the overflowing 
urine it is thought that it may prove of as much service as it did in the 
author’s cases. Illustrated Med. News , vol. 1, 1888. 

J. Anderson Smith. (London). 

III. Two Cases of Suprapubic Lithotomy in Boys. By 

Dr. S. L. Segal (Kharkov, Russia). I. A weak and sickly boy of 
10, with severe symptoms, of six years’ standing, and a faintly acid 
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urine. Median incision, 4 cm. long, beginning a finger’s breadth from 
the symphysis. The stone removed was fiat,oval, rough, hard, of a gray 
yellow color, dimensions 4X272 X1 cm. It contained a cinnamon brown 
nucleus of the size of a bean. The drainage tube fell out on the fourth 
day, from the 12th all urine passed through the urethra. Discharged 
well on the 20th. II. A well-nourished boy, set. 4'/* years, with two 
years’ disease, slight vesical catarrh, and a fainly alkaline urine. The 
incision measured 2 cm., the stone 2XiV2cm.,itwas oval, light-brown, 
centrally hard, with softish peripheral layers. The drainage fell out 
about 24 hours after the operation; on the 8th day all urine passed 
through the urethra. On the 21th, left well. In both the operation 
was conducted under chloroform and l / u grains of hydrochlorate of 
morphia. Having washed out the skin with a 1 per cent, carbolic so¬ 
lution, the author introduced a colpeurynter into the rectnm, filled it 
with water, then injected into the urethra a 3 per cent solution of hy¬ 
drochlorate of cocaine, emptied the bladder, washed it, and distended 
with 160 or 200 grammes of a 2 per cent, boracic lotion. The cathe¬ 
ter was removed immediately after opening the viscus. The stone 
having been extracted, the bladder was again washed out with the bo¬ 
racic solution, and a drainage tube inserted at the lower angle of the 
abdominal wound. The remaining part of the latter was closed with 
muscular and cutaneous sutures, after which the wound was dried, 
powered with iodoform and covered with hygroscoic cotton wool and 
ice bag. For the first 4 or 5 days, the dressing was changed 6 or 8 
times daily, while the bladder was washed out through a catheter twice 
daily up to a complete closure of the vesical wound. In both of the 
patients the temperature oscillated between 38° and 40°C. for the first 
five days .—Meditzinskoie Obozrenie, No. 6, 1888. 

IV. Two Cases of Suprapubic Lithotomy in Boys. By 
Dr. Nikolai N. Riisanoff (Novokhopersk, Russia). (1) A boy, ret. 3 
years. Having filled up the bladder with a warm boracic solu¬ 
tion, Dr. Riisanoff hooked the wall and made an incision between two 
hooks. At this stage there suddenly appeared in the narcotised child 
violent retchings which expelled the fluid from the viscus, w hile the 



